PREFACE
THIS little book" has been prepared and published at the
request of a number of friends who felt strongly, even
before the outbreak of war, that England, no more than
any other country, could withdraw from the impact of
the great forces which, long gathering head, have now
deployed in strength upon mankind They realized
that if a much changed order of life had to come, it
would be necessary both to think out the criteria by
which the elements and phases of change should be
tested, and to form some picture of the concrete results
of applying these criteria in the various departments of
the common life.
We do not need to be told to-day that not all of our
destiny is under our control But m so far as we may
be able to direct the course of events we can do so only
on condition that we submit ourselves and the working
presuppositions of our English society to a rigorous and
radical process of self-examination. Then the negative
task of clearing away irrelcvancics, obsolete survivals,
and pscudo-punaples that are no more than the dis-
guise of material interest, will make all the easier the
positive task of formulating more relevant and defensible
staudaids of action.
Such an cflbit may well run against the grain of
much that is deeply ingrown in English life and habit.
But there is no justification (and much risk) in any mode
of thought that makes the tension between old and new